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“Every man has two countries – 
his own and France” 
                       Thomas Jefferson

“I owe everything to America. 
Without her help, 

and without the French ideal
 that inspired our young soldiers, 

I should be nothing.”
Lafayette

Two Leading Characters 
Enlightening The World 
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Translation of a letter from Monsieur de Malesherbes 

                                   to Thomas Jefferson, May 5th, 1786 
The present you have made to me is so valuable, Sir, that I cannot thank you enough for it. 

Among the American trees, the pecan is one of the most interesting to acclimatize in 
Europe. Its fruit is excellent and so different from other nuts, that it cannot be replaced by 
the ones we have here. 

Twelve or fifteen years ago, I planted three saplings. They have suffered extremely harsh 
winters without damage. In fact, they didn’t bare fruit yet, but there are many trees which 
bare no fruit before the age of thirty years. Some others, when out of their natural climate, 
grow well without baring any mature fruit. 

…  

If the pecan is one of those, it shall be planted in southern provinces. The nuts being dry 
fruits, easy to transport, people in Paris, London or Amsterdam will eat fruits grown in the 
south of France or in Italy, the same as for almonds coming from the same country. 

 … 

To establish that nut tree in Europe, it will be necessary to sow them as seeds as, so far, we 
have not succeeded in grafting pecan to other nut trees ; moreover nut tree cannot be 
duplicated by bowing branches to the ground. 

… 

   You know, Sir, the inviolable attachment with which I have the honor of being your very 
humble and very obedient servant,  

                                                              Chrétien-Guillaume de Lamoignon de Malesherbes 
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Les Pacaniers de Jefferson  
23 rue Saint-Fort, 33000 Bordeaux – (+33) 6 99 43 13 63 
pacaniers.jefferson@gmail.com   -   www.pacanierjeffersonpecan.com 

Bordeaux, January 23, 2024 

Why the pecan tree? 
It started with a pecan tree, a huge old one, on the grounds of Château Carbonnieux near 
Bordeaux. This species of tree is beloved in the United States but nearly unknown in 
France. How had it come to be there? Months of research and genetic testing supported 
the claim that it was planted by Thomas Jefferson. His travel journal records a visit to the 
vineyards at Carbonnieux on May 25th, 1787. The tree is nearly 240 years old and of the 
same variety as those at Monticello.  

The centenary of WWI was fast approaching, and we decided to form an association to 
plant pecan trees in French communities tied to significant people and events in Franco-
American history, as a gesture of gratitude to the American people who twice came to 
France, at great cost to themselves, to protect our freedom. These trees would stand as 
living landmarks for future generations. 

Our initiative has been welcomed. About one hundred pecan trees have been planted 
across France so far, honoring figures from Lafayette to the volunteer American nurses 
inspired by Florence Nightingale. Many journalists covering these plantings have 
spontaneously called the pecan “the tree of American friendship.” If that status were made 
official, more ceremonial plantings will certainly follow for the 80th anniversary of the 1944 
Liberation.  

So that is our request:  
We ask that the American Government declare the pecan tree the official symbol of 
Franco-American friendship. Sixteen major organizations dedicated to keeping this 
immaterial heritage alive have sent us letters of support (see part 7). 

Trees are our most generous companions, and yet they outlive human horizons. They 
temper climates, sequester carbon, anchor and enrich the soil, produce fruit, provide 
shelter; their wood supplies us with firewood, lumber for housing and furnishing, paper 
and cellulose products for medical and sanitary purposes.  

What stronger stuff, not stone or steel, but thriving trees to bear our hopes of peace and 
friendship for future generations? 
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Excerpts from 112 Gripes about the French, 
first published in 1945 by the Information & 
Educational Division of the U.S. Occupation 

Forces, in Paris 
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The land  
that welcomed pecans 

to France  
in the 18th Century 
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Chateau de la Fosse, Riocaud, Gironde  

Birth place of Apollos Rivoire, father of 
Paul Revere  

 Height 35m, Circ. 5.4m
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The “ Thomas Jefferson Pecan Tree “ (1787) 
Chateau Carbonnieux, Leognan, Gironde 

Height : 30 m Circ: 4.5 m 



 

10

Château Beychevelle, St Julien 33340, 
Gironde 

 height : 35m, Circ 4.5m 
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Jardin Public de Bordeaux (1856) Gironde 
Registered as “remarkable tree” in 1990 

 Height 40m, Circ. 3.5m



The Pecan Trees of the Centennial (charter) 

Le Pacanier (carya illinoinensis): less well known in France than its fruit (the 
pecan), the pecan tree’s natural range extends across the alluvial plains of the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, from Texas and Louisiana to Illinois. Its place in 
America's cultural heritage has made it a national emblem and it is also the state 
tree of Texas. Introduced to France in the 18th century, there are some fine 
specimens here; the one in the Jardin Public de Bordeaux, classified as a 
“remarkable tree” in the national tree registry. 

Thomas Jefferson, then US Ambassador to France (1785-1789), came to Bordeaux 
at the end of May 1787. He visited the most famous wine estates, including 
Château Carbonnieux where today a pecan tree stands over 30 meters tall and 4.5 
meters in circumference. Called Jefferson’s Walnut Tree by the owners, this 230-
year-old tree still produces fertile pecans. For two centuries, it has born witness to 
the visit of Thomas Jefferson. This is why it has become the symbol of Franco-
American friendship. There is a second, even older pecan tree, growing in Paul 
Revere’s ancestral village in the Gironde. 

Franco-American friendship arose out of France's role in the American Revolution, 
including the participation of Lafayette; the treaty signed between the two 
countries in Paris February 6th 1778 made France the oldest allied of the United 
States. This friendship is today an intangible heritage of our two nations. 

On the centennial of the US entry into WWI in 1917, the association Les Pacaniers 
de Jefferson launched a program of pecan tree plantings, as an emblematic and 
diplomatic gesture to recall all that we have received thanks to our parents’ 
sacrifices and the help of American volunteers, both in and out of uniform. These 
trees stand as living witnesses of our hopes for peace for future generations. 
Aided by the sponsorship of the French Academy of Agriculture and the support of 
the United States Embassy, this project has received the French and American 
labels of the Centenary of the First World War. The tree planting sites are spread 
across the country in over sixty locations associated with Lafayette, Thomas 
Jefferson, and US participation in World War I and World War II in France. 

This program is also open to anyone who wishes to join, by planting a pecan tree, 
in making a gesture of friendship to the American people. 

www.pacanierjeffersonpecan.com  
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The association « Les Pacaniers de Jefferson »

In 1996, as a forest engineer in Aquitaine region, I came across an unknown tree in chateau 
Carbonnieux; unknown but impressive. Hearing it was a pecan planted by Thomas Jeferson 
on May 25, 1787, I wandered what to do with such a witness of our common history with 
the United States. Since the American revolution, France has been the first ally of the 
young republic, before the United States became independent.  

The answer came years later, in the spring 2017, with the centennial of the of the United 
States stepping into WW1: 
We would plant Pecan trees all over France as landmarks to remember characters and 
events of our common history, a gesture of gratefulness offered to the American nation; to 
remind French people how Americans came, as volunteers at first, to help our country 
recover its liberty.  
With encouragement from the French and American committees for celebration of the 
WW1 centennial, we founded an association “Les Pacaniers de Jefferson”. It was registered 
according to the law of July 1st 1901 In Bordeaux under N° A W332022132. 

 The board is composed of 7 people of which: Mr Dalisson, the president, retired Forestry 
Engineer and Mr Perrin, owner of Chateau Carbonnieux, the vice president. 

The aim of the association is to promote the pecan tree (carya illinoinensis), botanically 
and historically in France and whenever possible to establish relationship with institutions 
concerned with pecan in Europe and in the United States. 
 Cities, societies, foundations, associations and individuals who have planted pecan trees 
according to our charter (see p12) are considered as members of the association, which 
means about one hundred people, for they have paid all expenses to buy, plant and take 
care of their trees.  

Each plantation is recorded and publicly available on our website for anyone to visit and 
inquire about Franco-American history. With the pecan tree being officially sanctioned as a 
symbol of Franco-American friendship, more plantations of pecan trees will happen in 
France, and possibly in the USA too.  
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Place des Etats Unis, Paris 75016 
American Volunteers memorial



Encouragement and support letters 

P18 Letter to the president of the French republic, March 25th, 2017 

P19 Reply from the Cabinet of the French presidency, July 13th, 2017 

P20 Letter from the general manager the Missions du centenaire de 14/18 Mai 31st, 2017 

P21 Letter from the Ambassador of the USA in Paris, July 9th, 2019 

P 22 Email from the president of the Thomas Jefferson Fondation in Monticello feb 25th 2020 

P 23 Letter from the Groupe France-Amérique of the French Assembly, May 31st, 2023 

P24 Letter from the Groupe France-Amérique of the French Sénat, April 5th, 2022 

P25 Letter the Académie d’Agriculture de France, March 15th, 2023 

P26 Letter from  Société des Cincinnati de France, June 1st, 2023 

P 27 Letter from National Society of the Daughthers of the American Revolution, April 14th, 2023 

P 28 Letter from National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, June 14th, 2023 

P 29 Letter from The American Legion office in Paris, June 26th, 2023  

P 30 Letter from Fondation des Ecoles d’Art Américaines de Fontainebleau, March 30th 2023 

P 31 Email of support from Fondation des Ecoles d’Art Américaines de Fontainebleau, 11/07/23 

P 32 Letter from association France-Etats-Unis, March 8th, 2023 

P 33 Letter from the French American Fondation, December 23rd, 2020 

P 34 Letter from Fondation des Etats-Unis, Cité Universitaire de Paris, April 10th, 2023 

P 35 Letter from Institut Franco-américain de Rennes, June 15th, 2023 

P 36 Letter from the Bordeaux-USA Association: January 15th, 2024 

P37 Letter from Château Carbonnieux in Léognan, September 2023 
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Bernard Dalisson’s letter  
to the President of the French Republic                    

March 25th, 2017 
The planting of a pecan tree on the Champs Élysées  

near the U.S. Embassy and the Presidential Elysée Palace.  
(translation) 

  

Mr. President, 

As a complement to the travel demonstrations of Patrouille de France, the centenary of 
WW1 might be marked in the heart of Paris by a specific gesture to remind the Franco- 
American friendship. The plantation on the Champs Élysées of an emblematic American 
tree, as much emblematic to the Americans as the oak to the French people, would be for 
future generations a living witness of that long relation born with the Treaty of Alliance of 
February 6th, 1778; a relation illustrated by Lafayette, Thomas Jefferson, and many others 
during the American Revolution. 

This is why, I wish to draw your attention on « the pecan tree of Jefferson » present in the 
Château Carbonnieux since the visit of Thomas Jefferson on may 25th, 1787; 230 years from 
now. 

For the last six years, I have planted pecan trees in some sites marked by our common 
history; for instance, in Pau, in memory of Norman Prince, the founder of the Escadrille 
Lafayette in 1915, and in Normandy, in the property of a son of General Leclerc de 
Hauteclocque. 

The Pecan tree is an emblematic tree linked to the American history.  It is said that George 
Washington had always pecan nuts in his pocket during the battles of the Independence 
War. 

Thomas Jefferson was an early promotor of pecan production. The pecan tree is already 
the symbol of the State of Texas, likewise, the pecan pie is a dessert for Thanksgiving Day. 

While it may appear odd or fancy at first, this idea has a very strong meaning. 

Despite the many problems which keep your attention daily, I hope that  you will find time 
to associate the pecan tree to the celebration of the centenary of WW1, 

Yours very faithfully, 

Bernard Dalisson. 
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14/12/2023 22:34 Gmail - Les Pacaniers de Jefferson French program

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=81733b96fb&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1659533610287626761&simpl=msg-f:1659533610287… 1/1

Bernard Dalisson <pacaniers.jefferson@gmail.com>

Les Pacaniers de Jefferson French program
Leslie G. Bowman <lbowman@monticello.org> 25 février 2020 à 19:16
À : Susan Stein <sstein@monticello.org>, Bernard Dalisson <pacaniers.jefferson@gmail.com>
Cc : Gabriele Rausse <grausse@monticello.org>, Mary Blair Zakaib <mbzakaib@monticello.org>, Gardiner Hallock
<ghallock@monticello.org>

Dear Mr. Dalisson,

 

I read with interest your proposed campaign to have the pecan tree officially sanctioned as the symbol of
Franco-American friendship.  Such a designation by the United States would best be achieved by working
through the American Ambassador to France, from whom such a proposal to the State Department would,
if approved, go on for Presidential or Congressional support.  As Monticello is a private foundation, we
could only be helpful in support of the ambassador’s proposal. 

 

With very best wishes,

 

Leslie

 

LESLIE GREENE BOWMAN

President

Thomas Jefferson Foundation, Monticello

P.O. Box 316

Charlottesville, VA 22902

434.984.9801

434.977.7757

lbowman@monticello.org

www.monticello.org

 

From: Susan Stein <sstein@monticello.org>
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 3:27 PM
To: Bernard Dalisson <pacaniers.jefferson@gmail.com>

[Texte des messages précédents masqué]

[Texte des messages précédents masqué]
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Christopher WEISSBERG 
Député de la première circonscription 
des Français établis hors de France 
126 rue de l’Université 
75007 Paris 
christopher.weissberg@assemblee-nationale.fr 
 
 

Monsieur Bernard DALISSON 
Président de l’association Les Pacaniers de Jefferson 

23 rue Saint-Fort 
33000 Bordeaux 

 
 

A Paris, le 31 mai 2023 
 
 
Monsieur le Président, 
 
Suite à votre courrier présentant l’engagement de l’association Les Pacaniers de Jefferson 
pour faire reconnaître les pacaniers comme symbole de l’amitié franco-américaine aux Etats-
Unis, je souhaite par la présente apporter tout mon soutien à votre démarche. 
 
Comme votre association a à cœur de le promouvoir, l’amitié entre la France et les Etats-Unis 
repose notamment sur un patrimoine immatériel commun qui se développe chaque jour un 
peu plus et auquel les acteurs de la relation franco-américaine, dont j’ai l’honneur de faire 
partie, tiennent particulièrement. En tant que Président du groupe d’amitié France – Etats-
Unis à l’Assemblée nationale, j’ai à cœur de soutenir les initiatives telles que la vôtre qui font 
tout le dynamisme de la relation transatlantique. 
 
Je souhaite également vous témoigner ma sincère reconnaissance pour votre engagement pour 
consolider cette relation bilatérale essentielle pour les représentants de la République 
française et du Gouvernement américain, comme l’a montré la visite d’État du Président de la 
République à Washington de l’hiver dernier. 
 
Je suivrai l’évolution de votre démarche avec beaucoup d’intérêt et souhaite beaucoup de 
réussite à votre association dans ses projets actuels comme futurs. J’espère de tout cœur que 
votre demande de faire reconnaître le pacanier comme symbole de l’amitié franco-américaine 
recevra un retour favorable. 
 
Je vous prie de bien vouloir agréer, Monsieur le Président, l’expression de ma considération 
distinguée. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher WEISSBERG 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
SOCIÉTÉ EN FRANCE DES FILS DE LA RÉVOLUTION AMÉRICAINE 

 

 
Association reconnue d’utilité publique 

(décret du 31 décembre 2013 - J.O. du 3 janvier 2014) 
20 rue Bosquet   -   75007 PARIS 

01 40 62 97 19 sarfrance.sons@gmail.com 
www.sarfrance.org 

PRÉSIDENTS D’HONNEUR  
S. Exc. l’Ambassadeur des États-Unis d’Amérique en France 
The President General of the National Society SAR 
Le duc de Noailles 
 
Le Président   

Monsieur Bernard DALISSON, 
Président 
Les Pacaniers de Jefferson 
23 rue Saint Fort 
33000 Bordeaux 

 
 
                                   Paris, le 14 juin 2023 
  
 
Monsieur le Président, 
 
 
J’ai bien noté l’action de votre association « Les Pacaniers de Jefferson » et les succès 

obtenus pour faire connaître cet arbre et les lieux emblématiques où il pousse et en 

particulier au château Carbonnieux et dans des lieux historiques marquants des 

relations franco-américaines. 

 

C’est avec grand plaisir que notre association française des Fils de la Révolution 

Américaine a décidé de vous soutenir dans votre projet de faire reconnaître le Pacanier 

comme un symbole concret, visible des relations d’amitié Franco-Américaines. 

 

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le Président, en l’assurance de ma considération 

distinguée. 

 

  
 
                                                 Patrick Mesnard 
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Paris Post 1
American Legion France

Commander Bryan Schell
22-24 bd Diderot
75012 Paris

12 December 2023
Le Président de l'Association les Pacaniers de Jefferson
23 rue Saint-Fort
33000 Bordeaux

Dear Mr Dalisson,

I am honored to respond to your request regarding the pecan tree planting project, a
commendable initiative aiming to establish a living memorial celebrating the enduring
friendship between French and American citizens. Championed by Les Pacaniers des
Jefferson tree association, this project holds great significance as it seeks to honor the
sacrifices and shared values historically binding our two nations.

The concept of a living memorial, dedicated to preserving the steadfast bonds between
France and America, resonates deeply and underscores the profound connection we share.

In a historical context, it is noteworthy to acknowledge the founding of The American Legion
in 1919 in Paris, an organization pivotal in fortifying ties between our countries. Our goal is to
support and defend war veterans, and we are committed to promoting patriotic values,
community service and to honor the sacrifice of those who have served their country. The
American Legion serves as a living symbol of the commitment of American citizens to
France, emphasizing friendship, solidarity, and mutual respect. This shared history adds a
significant dimension to our relationship, emphasizing the need to uphold and perpetuate
these unbreakable links forged through the sacrifices of our veterans and our shared values
of freedom, democracy, and human rights from the Revolution to the last two world wars.

On behalf of The American Legion, I am delighted to convey enthusiastic support for this
thoughtful project deeply rooted in our Franco-American relationship. Planting pecan trees as
a living memorial is poised to symbolize the strength of our friendship and serve as a
poignant reminder of the values that bind our two nations together.

With warm regards,

Bryan Schell

Commander Paris Post 1

American Legion France
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12/11/2023 19:11 Gmail - Le pacanier

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=81733b96fb&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1781922531292640283&simpl=msg-f:1781922531292… 1/1

Bernard Dalisson <pacaniers.jefferson@gmail.com>

Le pacanier
hflavocat@aol.com <hflavocat@aol.com> 7 novembre 2023 à 17:15
À : pacaniers.jefferson@gmail.com, philippe.etienne@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Monsieur le Président, j’ai le plaisir de vous indiquer  que le Bureau de notre Conseil d’administration, réuni hier, a
donné son accord à un soutien par la Fondation des Écoles d’art américaines de Fontainebleau de votre démarche
tendant à la reconnaissance du pacanier comme symbole de l’amitié franco- américaine.

Je vous prie de trouver ici, Monsieur le Président, l’expression de mes sentiments les meilleurs 

Henri Fabre-Luce, 
Secrétaire de la Fondation des Écoles d’art américaines de Fontainebleau 

Envoyé depuis la toute nouvelle application AOL pour iOS
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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Paris, le 10/04/2023


A l’attention de Monsieur Bernard DALISSON 
Président de l’association “Les Pacaniers de Jefferson”. 

Monsieur le Président,


	 J’ai eu le plaisir de nous rencontrer à la Fondation des Etats-Unis (FEU) le 16 
Mars 2023 afin de découvrir le projet de votre association “Les Pacaniers de 
Jefferson”. Cette dernière a pour mission de renforcer la mémoire des liens Franco-
Américains en plantant des noyers de pecans dans différents lieux en France. Parmi les 
derniers plantés se trouve le jeune pecan du parc Montsouris qui se situe tout près de 
la statue de Thomas Paine, un des pères fondateurs des Etats-Unis et membre actif de 
la Révolution Française. Son emplacement et sa proximité de la FEU, résidence 
universitaire de la Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris contribue au soutien de 
cette mémoire.


En tant que Comité des résidents, nous sommes très fiers de soutenir et d’encourager 
votre projet, notamment par la participation de résidents à une éventuelle inauguration 
du pacanier de Montsouris.


Nous tenons à vous féliciter pour le travail accompli depuis 2017 et vous souhaitons de 
nombreuses réussites pour les projets à venir. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	       Edgar Jaber

	 	 	 	 	               Président du comité des résidents de la FEU
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Institut franco-américain - 7 Quai Chateaubriand BP90446 – 35104 Rennes Cedex 3 
Bibliothèque et accueil des publics : 02 99 79 89 22 | Administration : 02 99 79 89 23 

contact@ifa-rennes.org – www.ifa-rennes.org 

 
 

 
 
 
June 15, 2023 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Since its founding, the French association “Les Pacaniers de Jefferson” (Jefferson’s 
Pecan Trees) has been committed to honoring President Thomas Jefferson’s 
memory, both as the U.S. Ambassador to France from 1785 to 1789 and as an 
unwavering supporter of Franco-American friendship which was enshrined in the 
Franco-American Treaty of 1778.  
 
The Franco-American Institute of Rennes (France) strongly supports Les Pacaniers de 
Jefferson in its mission to honor Thomas Jefferson’s legacy in these areas and 
wholeheartedly endorses the association’s efforts to have the pecan tree recognized 
as the official symbol of Franco-American friendship. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Virginia Manhard-Lubin 
President 
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19 rue Père Louis de Jabrun Bordeaux le, 15 janvier 2023 
33000 – BORDEAUX

www.bordeaux-usa.com
info@bordeaux-usa.com

Club Franco-Américain & Bibliothèque Américaine

 A 

  
 Association Les Pacaniers de Jefferson 
 23 rue Saint-Fort 
 33000 - BORDEAUX 

Dear Mr. DALISSON, 

It was a pleasure meeting you at the Château Carbonnieux for the tree-planting ceremony in 
April 2023 with the American Ambassador to France, Ms Denise Campbell Bauer, accompanied by 
Hector Brown, the US Consul for the Southwest of France. I had the honor to represent Association 
Bordeaux-USA, founded in 1968. 

Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence and who would become the 
third President of the United States of America, had undoubtedly planted a pecan tree during his 
visit in May of 1787, as is suggested in his slim book "Notes of a Tour into the Southern Parts of 
France, & 3 March - 10 June 1787", which I first discovered ten years ago in our library at 
Bordeaux-USA. That tree suffered during a storm in 2022 and remains standing but with only a 
single branch left. 

It seems to us particularly appropriate for the pecan tree (Carya illinoinensis, native to the 
South-East of the USA) to be recognized as a living and durable symbol of the franco-american 
friendship that we cherish and the Association Bordeaux-USA is pleased to support your efforts to 
have it recognized officially as such. 

Yours sincerely, 

 Kathryn LARCHER 
 Administratrice de Bordeaux-USA

Association régie par la loi de 1901 et enregistrée à la Préfecture de Bordeaux
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FEATURE

Maria Monteros, Ph.D., visits France to identify the genetic history of a 
233-year-old pecan tree and learn what makes it so resilient.

B Y  J E S S I C A  W I L L I N G H A M
P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  O F  M A R I A  M O N T E R O S

SOLVING THE

JEFFERSON 
TREE

MYSTERY

16     LEGACY
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